
Brayan came to The GreenHouse as a scrawny 15 year old whose family had just moved into the  
apartments.  Quiet, kind, and with wisdom beyond his years, Brayan quickly found himself embraced 
by  GreenHouse staff, who saw a young man hungry for leadership and for God.  From driving lessons, to 
public speaking opportunities, to help with college registration, GreenHouse staff invested themselves 
fully into Brayan's life and the entire neighborhood benefited as a result. 
 
Brayan was the first teen from the apartments to be hired as a staff member with The GreenHouse. He 
was given the responsibility of investing in future teen leaders, just as he had been  
invested in.   For the past 5 years, Brayan has been at the forefront of helping teens  
discover their passion for improving their neighborhood, embracing their gifts and tal-
ents, and charting out new futures in college and beyond.   Brayan modeled this path for 
the teens, as he pursued his academic degree in architecture at local colleges, and spoke 
up with our elected officials for greater public investment at Ninos Park.  Brayan is off to a 
new chapter in his life journey, helping out his father in Mexico who is ill, and then off to 
complete his studies out of state.  Please join us in celebrating Brayan's  
ministry with The GreenHouse and praying for his amazing future. 

Transitions . . . 

From our incoming Board President, Amy Thoma:  “As 2016 comes to a close, we are grateful to God for 
another challenging, fun, life changing year.  We look toward 2017 with an eagerness to celebrate 15 years 
of God’s work at the GreenHouse with all of you!  All of you are a part of  helping change lives in this  
community - every student, parent, volunteer, donor, staff, and Board member is part of the Family we 
call the GreenHouse.  Only God knew that a group of young, idealistic friends playing with kids in the park 
would grow in to the vibrant community we know and love today. Next year the GreenHouse will  
celebrate this amazing history with our 15 Year Anniversary Celebration at our annual Kids at Heart (Save 
the Date: Friday, May 26, 2017) at the beautiful Tsakopoulos Galleria in downtown Sacramento. We’ve  
already started planning, recruiting event sponsors, and gathering original board members and staff to 
help us communicate this history.  We hope you can join us!  How will you help The Green-
House celebrate 15 years of transforming our neighborhood? 
 
We are particularly grateful to Mike Downey for his three years of service as the President 
of our Board of Directors. Mike’s faithful service, calm demeanor and strong faith has led 
the organization through a time of tremendous change and growth. We’ll miss his strong 
board leadership, but know he’ll remain a key part of our board and community. 

Ameina Lane was the oldest of seven brothers and sisters.  With a single, working mom she was tasked 
with helping raise the youngest siblings, and then her own daughter Rosaria a few years later. Ameina 
was always "big sister" in our Oasis youth group, making sure that all the teens hushed when it was time 
for the Bible study to begin; many times with more colorful language than you might find in a typical 
youth group. Ameina was far from a typical teen, and in that way she was a perfect fit for The Green-
House! Our staff poured our hearts and our time into her and her family in the three short years that they 
lived at the adjacent apartments. 
   
Ameina loved God fiercely, and she clung to Him desperately as the cancer diagnosis 
came . . . and then the doctors visits, the chemotherapy pills, the radiation treatment, 
and the long hospital stays.  Ameina endured great physical and emotional pain in the last 
year of her life, but her faith in Christ never wavered. She gladly received the prayers of 
our staff and friends from local churches who came to visit her.  In her last few week of 
life, her mom asked that we lead a baptism service for Ameina.  By that time she was 
largely unresponsive, but we prayed for her and blessed her, trusting that God was com-
forting her and was preparing to welcome her home. Our hearts are still heavy but we 
celebrate that she is free from pain and has found her comfort in the arms of her Father. 

Being the Church in the Middle of a 
Neighborhood - 15 Years and Counting! 

 

Fifteen years ago a small group of people, who were helping plant a local church, began visiting 
Niños Park on the weekends to host games and Bible stories with neighborhood kids.  They knew 
that they were called to share God’s love with the families and kids in this neighborhood, but 
that was about it.  There were no formal programs, no dreams of a building, no formal structure  
. . . they just knew that they had sensed a call to this neighborhood.  A distinct call, that some-
times sounded like just a whisper, but a call nonetheless.      
 
How It All Began . . . 
After a season of praying to figure out where God was calling them as a church to invest their 
love for others, this group of friends stumbled upon a surprising article in the Sacramento 
Bee.  This article that described a very unique neighborhood in North Sacramento, a diverse mi-
crocosm of the city but where kids seemed to outnumber adults.   The journalist had conducted 
an analysis of the 2000 Census numbers found that  there was one square block in the  
Gardenland-Northgate neighborhood that had 567 kids, which was highest concentration of kids 
in a 6-county wide radius.  The article described situations like eight kids in one apartment, nine in 
the next; grandmothers helping single-parents the best they could; kids entertaining themselves 
at the park across the street without much adult supervision. 
  
This small group of visionaries from Sanctuary Covenant Church wondered if this might be the 
place God was calling them to serve; to use their gifts and leadership to join in with God’s work 
already in progress.  All the signs pointed to small, fragile shoots of God’s activity, sprouting up 
through hardened soil; new life in a neighborhood that had seen it’s share of death. 
 
Gardenland/Northgate, and especially this unique block, is a community and a neighborhood that 
has long been labeled negatively.  Twenty years ago, this neighborhood was infamous for drug 
turf wars between rival gangs in the north area.   The cul-de-sac alongside Niños Park was  
considered a “no man’s land”, where police rarely patrolled, and where public investment by the 
City had long dried up.    The level of violence between the adjacent parts of the apartments was 
so severe that a high metal fence, a literal wall, was constructed down the middle of the com-
plex, snaking around the facility and cutting off one side of the apartments from the other. 

 
Former City Councilmember Ray Tretheway tells the story of a time when a police officer was 
jumped and physically beaten by residents on the west side of the apartments.   The response 
from the police was swift and intense; a major suppression effort that focused on illegal gun  
owners and probation and parole violations cleared out half of the apartments, leaving room for 
new families to move in.    
 

Unaware of these events only a few years earlier, this small group of friends from Sanctuary 
Church began coming to Niños Park every three weeks with games, silly costumes, big smiles, 
magnetic friendliness, and a simple message of hope about a good God who cares for each of His 
children; big or small, far or near, healthy or broken, strong or weak.     
 



And so The GreenHouse was born . . . 
From this simple, yet radical, pouring out of love, hope, creativity, and energy by idealistic young 
Christians . . . a movement and a ministry was born; designed to care for those small shoots and 
seeds of God’s activity.   They heard God’s call to His Church to be His witnesses here, and to 
watch Him rename this place and this community, as “Beloved”, “Beauty from Ashes”, “Streams 
in the Desert”, and “Children of God”. 
 
Over the years, God “planted” new families in the apartments on both sides of the 
fence.  Friendships developed with neighborhood parents and eventually a vision came about to 
create a community center that would care for the whole child; mind, body, and soul, where chil-
dren and teens could thrive and live out their fullest potential. The GreenHouse slowly became a 
tangible expression of God’s Love and His Church, in this little corner of Gardenland-Northgate. 

 
Fast forward 14 ½ years . . .  
The GreenHouse is now an independent 501c3 non-profit ministry. The original Sanctuary Church 
partnership has expanded to include six other area churches that are “GreenHouse  
Partner Churches”; each with representatives on our Board.  Our staff team and Board of  
Directors now reflects, at least partially, the diversity of the neighborhood - - two former  
GreenHouse teens now serve as staff and two neighborhood parents sit on our Board! 
 

We consider ourselves to be a para-church ministry, which means we are an arm of the broader 
Church, embedded among the community, and being witnesses to God’s redemptive activity right in 
the middle of the neighborhood.   Because of the faith of a few, hundreds of families have better 
lives, and hundreds of youth have embraced their God-given potential and they stretch them-
selves each day to reach it. Through this work we have seen real change in individuals and fami-
lies.  We ourselves have experienced God’s great love and mercy in the process.  

We can continue loving kids and families  
because we know that all of you have our backs.    

 
You pray for us, you volunteer with us, you send in donations,  

you cheer us on each year at Kids at Heart.    
 

Thank You for your partnership for all these years!  

God’s Good Work has continued this year  . . . 
The GreenHouse was approached by Councilmember Jeff Harris (with teens, below) to aid in the 
redevelopment of another local park. This has become a project for our Leaders In Training 
(L.I.T.) program.  This program has grown into a mentoring ministry where our high school stu-
dents can pursue their dreams of higher education, personal development, and community lead-
ership. 
 
Our students in the R4 program were inspired by their tour of Sac State, where they were able to 
see dorm rooms and lecture halls, and talk to current students.  We expanded our edible garden 
program, which is an extension of our healthy lifestyle workshops.  Kids are getting excited 
about Brussels sprouts, kale, and beets! 
 
We received $38,486 in gifts from the Big Day of Giving 
Campaign from faithful donors like you! 
 
We continue to welcome new families into our programs, 
including new South Asian and Slavic families. 
 
We walked with one of our teens and her family over the course of a year as she battled through 
the final stages of lymphomic cancer.  Our staff was able to be present with her, her mother, and 
her sisters through doctors visits, multiple rounds of chemotherapy and eventually respite care, 
right up until her final week this past April. 
 
We were able to bring on a new part-time staff to guide our leadership efforts with neighbor-
hood parents and our GreenHouse Graduates.  Brenda is a former GreenHouse teen (!) and is also 
a part time student at Sac City College. She is with us approximately 8 hours per week. 
 
Our Board expanded this year to include two neighborhood parents, Diego and Marlene, whose 
children are part of our weekly programs.  Current members of our Board of Directors are pray-
ing about moving into the apartments right next to our main facility, and one of our staff and his 
wife will be moving into another set of apartments right across the street. 
 

Just in the last few years, we have walked with one or more teens through the following: Drug 
and alcohol addiction, parent’s divorce, deportation and family separation, arrests and time in 
Juvenile Hall, physical abuse, run-aways, teen pregnancy, homelessness, sudden moves, loss of 
jobs, suspensions and expulsions from school, and family members’ mental illness.   

As we come to the end of a challenging year for our country and for this  
special ministry, would you consider mailing in a year-end gift?  

   
Your donations provide our staff with the time and the resources to be present in 

the neighborhood, five days a week, with these precious families. 
  

We are facing a small budget deficit this year and so every gift, large or small, would 
be greatly appreciated. God always provides through His people! Thank you!   


